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When I arrived in Haiti on October 9th, just three days 
after Hurricane Matthew made landfall, what I saw was 
overwhelming. Too many of our community members had 
lost what little they had - their humble homes flattened by 
the strong winds, and much of the crops families rely on were 
washed away by the heavy rains. But I was also overwhelmed 
with pride as I joined my Haitian colleagues who were 
already deep into the work of serving their neighbors as the 
last rain drops fell from the sky. The SRHF team had already 
begun to compile a comprehensive needs assessment of 
the communities we serve, and had swiftly coordinated 
the assembly and distribution of emergency relief buckets 
containing staple food items and supplies. Members of our 
nursing staff and CHW’s joined the housing assessment, 
checking on the health status of residents and assuring critical 
vaccines were up to date. Our team was never deterred by the 
poor condition of the roads, putting others before themselves 
and truly going above and beyond to reach those in the 
most vulnerable communities. This is the compassion that is 
at the core of our model, and in these challenging days, our 
exemplary staff shone brighter than ever. 

The devastation of Hurricane Matthew has 
faded from the headlines, but the work of 
rebuilding with the strength to weather the next 
storm remains at the forefront for our Haitian 
operations team. Our home reconstruction continues 
with 8 homes completely rebuilt and 19 homes repaired. All 
labor has been donated by skilled community members, and 
the supplies have been purchased through the generosity of 
those who donated to our relief effort. We remain committed 
to stand shoulder to shoulder with the community through the 
completion of the reconstruction projects; together we are 
building strength and hope for tomorrow. 

Kenbe fem,

Jocelyn Bresnahan
President

Inside: Hurricane Matthew relief effort timeline - 
made possible by the generosity of people like you!



October 4, 2016 
Hurricane Matthew, a category 4 hurricane,  makes 
landfall across Haiti’s  south-western peninsula

October 6, 2016
Needs assesment and evaluation begins

October 8, 2016 
Immediate relief bucket distribution begins

October 15, 2016 
Home reconstruction and rehabilitation begins

January 2017 
Crops planted in November to offset agricultural 

loss are harvested and distributed to those in need

October 10, 2016 
Clinical preparedness and prevention effort begins to 

protect against possible outbreaks of waterborn illness Our clinical staff prepared, assembled and 
coordinated distribution of over 400 emergency 
relief buckets containing  staple food items and 
supplies to those who lost everything. 

Director of Haitian Operations Rock Deline led the 
team in evaluating need and urgency across the 
communities we serve, the assessment served as 
the basis of our long term relief plan. 

To serve their community, local laborers volunteered 
their time and skill to complete all of the home 
reconstruction projects, the rebuilding process is 
still ongoing with nearly 30 homes completed.

Here a community health worker educates patients on 
methods for preventing water-borne illness. Our clinical 
team worked simultaneously to stockpile supplies and 
ensure our pharmacy and staff were well prepared 
should an outbreak of water-borne illness occur.

October 2, 2016 
SRHF works with local churches to open their doors 
as places of temporary shelter during the storm

SRHF’s 
Hurricane Matthew 
Response Timeline



The Life Changing 
Power of Partnership
Through the generosity of many, 
SRHF patient Makenson Joseph 
received life-saving cardiac surgery 
in Boston, and recently returned 
to his family in Saint Rock in good 
health and with deep gratitude.

In March 2016, during a typically busy day at the SRHF 
Centre de Santé, Makenson Joseph sat in front of a visiting 
physician. At completion of the evaluation it was clear that 
this patient, a husband and father of two young children, was 
suffering from a serious cardiac condition. Fast forward six 
months, one visa application, and countless favors granted 
- and all the arrangements had been made for Makenson 
to come to Boston to receive the life-saving cardiac surgery 
that would allow him to watch his children grow up and 
return to work for the first time in over 10 years. 

During his pre-operative care the severity of Makenson’s 
illness became clear, but the skilled team at St. Elizabeth’s 
Medical Center in Brighton, MA didn’t miss a step, treating 
Makenson with great care and compassion. Generously 
supported by Steward Medical covering 100% of the 
operative costs, the surgery was completed by Dr. Arvind 
Agnihotri with tremendous skill and great humility. Following 
the successful surgery Makenson received follow up care 
generously donated by Braemoor Rehabilitation Center, 
where the team went above and beyond to make Makenson 
feel at home. 

This past April Makenson returned to Saint Rock with two 
new valves and deep appreciation for all those who helped 
to heal his heart. He remains in good health after his surgery; 
Dr. Eloy, SRHF Medical Director continues to monitor 
Makenson. Dr. Eloy, along with the entire SRHF team in the 
US and Haiti are grateful to all those who helped to ensure 
that despite living in a country with no access to cardiac 
surgery, Makenson was able to receive this critical care and 
the opportunity to live a healthy and productive life. 

November 2016

March 2017

June 2017



SRHF Gala Raises over $365,000!
Thank you to everyone who helped make the 2017 
SRHF Gala - Building Hope Together: Celebrating 
15 Years, a huge success! The funds we raise at the 
Gala ensure that we can continue to deliver high 
quality care to the community of Saint Rock.

SRHF is looking for a bookkeeper 
with Quickbooks experience to 
help part time in the SRHF US 

office in Milton, MA. 
Please contact 

Sarah Gleason at 617-698-0006 or 
Sgleason@saintrockhaitifoundation.org 

for more information. 

Save the Date! 
2018 SRHF Gala

Thursday March 1, 2018 
at Granite Links Golf Course

Enhancing Diagnostic 
Capabilities at the 
SRHF Centre de Sante
In May, a group of volunteers got to see first 
hand as Dr. J. Kenes Eloy, SRHF Medical 
Director, used our new ultrasound equipment. 
This tool will help us provide even better high 
quality primary care for our patients and was 
made possible by the generosity of our donors 
at the 2016 Gala where we had a special request 
for donations to enhance diagnostic capabilities.

Men anpil cha pa lou
Many hands make the load light - Haitian Proverb

Thank you to the following groups for their 
fundraising efforts on behalf of SRHF! 

St. Edward’s Parish & The Cox Family
Thayer Academy’s Hope for Haiti Club

The Hunt Cousins
Noble and Greenough School French Club

Monsignor Haddad Middle School
Fran Karoff and her Yogi Tribe

St. George’s School Baking Club
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