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Building hope in Haiti
SAINT ROCK FOUNDATION GALA RAISES MONEY FOR HEALTH CENTER

A $1 million gift was a high-

light of the Saint Rock Haiti Foun-

dation’s Building Hope Together

gala Thursday evening at Granite

Links Golf Club in Quincy. The

event, attended by more than 400

guests, raised money for a new

health center to serve the commu-

nity of Saint Rock, Haiti.

By Lindsey Bahr
ASOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES — The Elisabeth
Moss-led thriller “The Invisible Man”
rode a wave of good reviews to a very
visible spot atop the box office this
weekend. Universal Pictures on Sun-
day estimated that the film from writ-
er-director Leigh Whannell earned
$29 million from North American the-
aters. Internationally, the Blumhouse
production picked up an additional
$20.2 million.

Whannell helped dust off the clas-
sic H.G. Wells story and update it for
modern audiences by focusing on
Moss’ victim character instead of the
Invisible Man character, who here is
an abusive ex-boyfriend.

“The Invisible Man” carried a rela-
tively modest budget, costing under
$10 million to produce, and exceeded
expectations by a few million dollars.

“We couldn’t be more pleased,” said

Jim Orr, Universal’s president of do-
mestic distribution. “[Whannell]
brought this century-old character to
life in a very clever and relevant way.”

The studio expects it to continue to
play well into March, although it will
have some extra competition when “A
Quiet Place Part II” opens March 20.

Paramount Pictures’ “Sonic the
Hedgehog” slid to second place in its
third weekend in theaters, adding $16
million and bringing its domestic total
to $128.3 million. “The Call of the
Wild,” with Harrison Ford, placed
third in its second weekend with $13.2
million.

Fourth place went to the anime su-
perhero film “My Hero Academia: He-
roes Rising,” which opened to $6.3
million from just 1,260 screens.

“We should never underestimate
films like this that may not have broad
recognition among the general public,”
said Comscore’s senior media analyst

Paul Dergarabedian.
“Bad Boys for Life” rounded out the

top five with $4.3 million in its sev-
enth weekend. The Will Smith and
Martin Lawrence pic is just shy of
reaching the $200 million mark in
North America and has earned over
$400 million globally.

In limited release, “Wendy,” Benh
Zeitlin’s long-awaited follow-up to his
Oscar-nominated film “Beasts of the
Southern Wild,” got off to a bumpy
start with just $30,000 from four the-
aters. The Peter Pan-inspired film has
garnered mixed reviews from critics
and will be expanding in the coming
weeks.

Although it’s still early in the year,
overall the box office is up nearly 3.5
percent.

“This weekend it was business as
usual,” Dergarabedian said. “People
went to the movies to escape the trials
and tribulations of the real world.”

Growing up in Cumberland, R.I., near the
Massachusetts border, directors Peter and Bob-
by Farrelly spent their childhood years playing
with friends and neighbors, some of whom
were disabled. So, naturally, when the sibling
duo entered the entertainment industry, they
wove disabled characters into their catalog of
now-popular films.

“We had friends with disabilities growing
up,” said Bobby, speaking by phone. “When you
harken back to our own childhood, there were
people with disabilities in it. We wanted to in-
clude them in the world we created on film.”

The Farrellys’ commitment to depicting un-
derrepresented groups on screen has not gone
unnoticed. On Tuesday, the Ruderman Family
Foundation — a leading voice in diversity inclu-
sion efforts — will honor the pair with its sixth
annual Morton E. Ruderman Award for Inclu-
sion of People with Disabilities, presenting the
honor during a star-studded ceremony at the
Waldorf Astoria in Beverly Hills.
Jay Ruderman, founder of the Newton-based

foundation, said by phone that the Farrelly
brothers, announced as honorees in December,
were a “natural choice” for the award.

Peter Farrelly is best known for co-writing
and directing “Green Book,” which won Oscars
for best picture, best original screenplay (by
Farrelly, Brian Hayes Currie, and Nick Vallelon-
ga), and best supporting actor (Mahershala Ali)
at the 2019 Academy Awards. Inspired by a true
story, the film centered on the friendship that
formed between a Black classical pianist (Ali)
and his white chauffeur (ViggoMortensen)
during a 1962 music tour through the Jim
Crow-era South. The Farrellys previously collab-
orated to make comedies like “Dumb and
Dumber,” “The Three Stooges,” and “Me, Myself,
and Irene.”

Both brothers said they are “flattered" and
surprised by the honor.

“I’m not a big awards guy, but getting this
award was particularly unwarranted,” said Pe-
ter. “Really, this award isn’t even about us. It’s
about bringing attention to the lack of job op-
portunities for disabled people.”

According to research from the Ruderman
Foundation, able-bodied actors portray between
90 and 95 percent of disabled roles in top TV
shows. Ruderman hopes honoring the Farrellys
in Beverly Hills will inspire network higher-ups
and studio executives to hire more disabled ac-
tors, editors, and producers.

“We believe a lot of stigmas and attitudes to-
ward people are shaped through popular enter-
tainment,” said Ruderman. And the Farrelly
brothers “are going to pull a lot of important in-
dustry people in.”

Past recipients of the honor include Olympic
swimming legendMichael Phelps, actressMar-
leeMatlin, former Democratic US Senator Tom
Harkin, autism rights activist Ari Ne’eman, and
Dr. Michael Stein, currently a visiting professor
at Harvard.

Founded in 2011, the Ruderman Foundation
aims to create more professional opportunities
for disabled people. It recently co-sponsored the
2020 Sundance Festival, partnered with the Os-
cars, and played a role in getting the first Oscars
presenter with Down syndrome — “Peanut But-
ter Falcon” star Zack Gottsagen— to the stage.

Going forward, the Farrelly brothers and the
foundation are calling on Hollywood, and other
industries, to do more for disabled communi-
ties.

“All you have to do as a business owner is in-
terview people with disabilities," said Peter.
“And you’ll start hiring them.”
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Left (from left): Ehoy Gene
of Haiti; Gabriel Bresnahan
of Milton and his mother,
Jocelyn Bresnahan,
president and CEO of the
Saint Rock Haiti
Foundation; Jim
Goldenberg of Duxbury;
and Rock Deline of Haiti.
Above: Christine Freeman
of Milton and Wendy
Pereira of Milton.

Farrelly brothers
being honored for
casting people with
disabilities in films

Left: Mimi Macdonald of
Hingham (left) and Deb White of
Dedham. Right: Alix Cantave of
Hyde Park and Linda Dorcena
Forry of Dorchester, the
honorary chair of the event.

From left: Hyacinth Crichlow, Catherine Walsh, and the gala’s masters of ceremonies, former journalist Eileen Curran and her
husband, Bob Halloran of WCVB-TV, all of Milton.
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Peter (left) and Bobby Farrelly.

‘Invisible Man’ shows up at box office
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Elisabeth Moss in the thriller “The Invisible Man.”

PHOTOS BY BILL BRETT FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

IN VIEW


